
   
 

GLPC Reintegration Planning 
Phase I Plan 

 
TRANSFORMING & CONNECTING LIVES IN CHRIST 

 
  

BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE,  
PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURE PASSAGES: 

 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8  

(a message written for the church, not romantic lovers) 
”4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.  8 Love never ends.” 

 
 

Philippians 2:1-5 
“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 

the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” 
 
 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of 
your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is 

above all and through all and in all.” 
 

 
We know that these are difficult times and people have many different degrees of 
thought when it comes to COVID-19 and precautions taken, please consider how 

we can be supportive of one another in love and unity in the Spirit. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Our world is in unprecedented times. The impacts of COVID-19 have reached into nearly 

every facet of our society. GLPC has conformed to the recommendations of medical experts as 
well as Federal, State, and local guidelines. Since March 15th GLPC has not joined together 
in-person for Sunday morning worship. GLPC has continued to meet virtually through services 
posted online to Facebook and Youtube. Additionally, the building has been closed to 
non-essential use. Church staff has continued to maintain administrative functions  and pastoral 
operations during our closure.  
 

The Session of GLPC commissioned a workgroup to develop our GLPC Reintegration 
plan. This group has been tasked to take a detailed look at everything that goes on in and 
around the church in order to put together a comprehensive plan that considers all aspects of 
our worship, ministries, and building. We have been monitoring the news and recommendations 
from government officials and health experts. We have also been in communication with other 
Katy-area pastors, as well as ministers from across our presbytery. Additionally, this group 
posted a survey in an attempt to get an overview of our congregation’s thoughts and feelings 
toward re-opening, safety measures, and timeline of returning to in-person worship. 
 
 
 

OVERALL SURVEY SYNOPSIS  
 

We have had a tremendous response to our survey - especially considering the 
one survey may represent an entire household. We are confident that we are getting a 
good representation of most of our congregation.  

The majority consensus seemed to indicate overall support in returning to 
in-person worship beginning June 7th with careful planning and precautions being taken 
to limit the risk of spreading the coronavirus.  

Our congregation is split right down the middle regarding those who indicated 
they are in the COVID-19 at-risk category and those who are not (an even 50-50 split). Of 
the respondents, 56% indicated that they would return to worship in June, 16% indicated 
that they would wait several weeks, 11% indicated it may be awhile before they return, 
and 18% were unsure. The total household count of those who indicated they would 
return to in-person worship was 242 (we understand this is not a perfect number based 
on numerous variables). 

While it is certainly encouraging to see that people are anxious to come back 
together for worship, our greatest challenge will be trying to split this number into even 
groups among our various worship services. 
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 GLPC REINTEGRATION PLAN OVERVIEW 

 
”By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35 

 
It should be noted that this is a document that is not chiseled in stone. We will 

vigilantly continue to monitor COVID-19 developments as we continue to plan for our 
way forward. If we are to err, we shall do so on the side of caution for the safety and 
well-being of our neighbor. GLPC’s plan is committed to crawling before we walk and 
walking before we run. 

 
GLPC will coordinate a phased approach to reintegration. Phase I is targeted to begin 

June 7th and can largely be described as a limited re-opening with extra precautionary 
measures taken to help mitigate the risks involving COVID-19.  

Phase II can be generally described as a middle ground between extra-precautionary 
measures and what we may define as “normal operations.” Phase II’s beginning date has not 
been identified as it will be dependent upon a lowered COVID-19 risk-level as well as relaxed 
guidelines issued from our national and state officials and health experts.  

Phase III can be described as “business as usual,” though we will thoughtfully consider 
what lasting changes may be needed for the future. 
 
 

PERSONAL HEALTH PRECAUTIONS 
 
First and foremost, anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19 or who has been in recent 
contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 should remain home and 

take advantage of our online worship service. 
 
THOSE WHO ARE “AT-RISK” 
We highly encourage anyone who is at risk, or who lives with someone who is at-risk, to 
worship with us from home via our online worship service. 
 
 
HAND SANITIZING 
We encourage people to continue to practice appropriate hand washing. Stands which will hold 
hand sanitizer dispensers have been ordered and will be placed inside the doors of the church. 
Congregants are encouraged to utilize them. Congregants are encouraged to have their own 
hand sanitizer with them in order to prolong our supplies. 
 
 
MASKS 
We understand that this is a contentious topic (for and against) for many. We ask again that we 
remember our call to love. Currently, we strongly recommend that all attendees wear masks, if 
not for their own well-being, but for those around them. Masks will be required for ushers. 
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GLPC PHASE I REINTEGRATION PLAN 
 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
 

GLPC IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 
Limited in-person worship services will begin on Sunday, June 7th.  
 

Our revised Sunday morning schedule: 
  9:00am - 9:45am - Worship 
  9:45am - 11:30am - Transition and Disinfecting 
11:30am - 12:15pm - Worship 

 
GLPC ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES 
Online services will continue as pre-recorded videos posted to Facebook, Youtube, and our 
GLPC website. We are working toward a live-streaming option that we hope to be up and 
running this summer. 
 
WORSHIP SERVICE SIGN-UP 
In order for us to be best prepared, we are encouraging everyone to sign up for what service 
they plan to attend. Not only will this be a huge help to us, but it will better help you and others 
plan which service you would like to attend based on which service has the most availability. 
 
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING IN SANCTUARY 
Chairs in the sanctuary have been removed and re-arranged to accomodate 6 ft spacing. 
Members of the same household may sit together. Please see below for guidelines pertaining to 
entering and exiting the building and sanctuary. 
 
 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 
Children may attend the worship service with their parents. There will be no children’s worship 
bags available at the church. Jessica will email printable sheets to parents that they can bring to 
worship. Families are asked to bring their own crayons or markers. Sunday school lessons will 
continue to be emailed. 
 
 
MUSIC 
Soloist and piano/instrument only. We will not have a full choir. For our first worship service we 
will not have congregational singing. Congregants are encouraged to participate in these times 
of worship through meditation, prayer, and/or singing in spirit. 
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COMMUNION 
We will NOT have communion in June. We have begun making plans regarding best practices 
for our July communion. There is nothing written in stone that communion must occur on the 
first Sunday of the month. That is simply what our church has adopted. Some churches 
celebrate communion every Sunday, some celebrate it once a quarter.  
 
 
BULLETINS 
Bulletins will be pre-placed on seats before services. 
 
 
OFFERING 
The offering plate will NOT be passed during service. We have purchased 3 drop boxes which 
will be located in the narthex as well as near the kitchen. We encourage people to respectfully 
practice social distancing near these drop boxes. 
 
 
FRIENDSHIP PADS 
Friendship pads will NOT be passed. 
 
 
PRAYER REQUEST 
Email is the best option: prayers@grandlakespc.org or thenderson@grandlakespc.org 
 
 
USHERS 
Recommended at least 4 ushers available for each service. One at each door as congregants 
enter and exit the building, and two in the sanctuary to assist with seating. It is currently 
recommended that ushers bring their own masks. Ushers will place bulletins in seats prior to our 
services. Ushers will continue to be responsible for documenting attendance at each service. 
Ushers will assist the pastor in dismissing the congregation by rows. After the service, ushers 
will collect the offerings and pick up any leftover bulletins.  
 
 
SOUNDBOOTH 
Working on finding capable volunteers who live in the same household to volunteer together. 
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PHASE I SUNDAY MORNING FACILITY GUIDELINES 

 
ENTERING AND EXITING THE BUILDING 
Ushers will be at the doorways and will hold the door open as people enter and exit. As 
congregants enter the building they are encouraged to sanitize their hands with either 
their own sanitizer or from the church’s hand sanitizing stands. 
 
 
ENTERING AND EXITING THE SANCTUARY 
Congregants are encouraged to find seating that best meets their needs. An usher will be on 
hand to assist if there is any confusion.  Congregants will be encouraged to practice respectful 
social distancing recommendations. 
 
The pastor will coordinate with the ushers to dismiss the congregation by row, beginning with 
the back of the sanctuary exiting first. Congregants may exit through the back doors or the 
doors by the kitchen. 
 
 
CHURCH BUILDING DISINFECTING 
A disinfecting crew will come in Saturday evening to disinfect the church before Sunday 
services.  Additionally, a crew will arrive after the Sunday service and disinfect used areas of the 
church after each service. This will be an expense of approximately $200/week. 
 
 
RESTROOMS 
The downstairs restrooms will be open. We ask that people continue to respectfully practice 
social distancing. We also ask that everyone utilize appropriate hand-washing practices 
(consider saying a prayer for doctors and nurses as you scrub your hands!). 
 
 
HALLWAYS 
The main hallway and narthex will be open. We ask that people continue to respectfully practice 
social distancing. We do not anticipate this to be difficult to achieve as we will have a limited 
number of people attending each service. 
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OTHER GLPC MINISTRIES & BUILDING USAGE 

 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
Sunday school classes are encouraged to meet online during Phase I. All Sunday school 
classrooms will be closed during Phase I. 
 
 
STAFF & VOLUNTEERS WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Beginning June 1st, GLPC staff will begin to maintain our normal business hours in office. Office 
volunteers may use their own discretion.  
 
 
GLPC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
There will be no Children’s Ministry programming during Phase I.  
 
Children may attend the worship service with their parents. There will be no children’s worship 
bags available at the church. Jessica will email printable sheets to parents that they can bring to 
worship. Families are asked to bring their own crayons or markers.  
 
Children’s Sunday School lessons will continue to be emailed to parents beforehand.  
 
VBS will be virtual this year. Families will need to sign-up online in order to receive access to the 
material. 
 
 
GLPC YOUTH 
Our youth group will continue our midweek at-home devotionals as well as our Sunday evening 
Zoom Chats.  
 
We are targeting May 31st as our first in-person gathering which will happen outside. We are 
planning a picnic and study - students are encouraged to bring a blanket and picnic as we study 
God’s Word together.  
 
Our Mo Ranch Summer Trips have been canceled. Instead, we are working to come up with a 
creative alternative for our group! 
 
 
FACILITY USAGE OUTSIDE OF SUNDAY MORNINGS 
GLPC will be closed to all outside groups during Phase I. Additionally, the building will not be 
available for use by GLPC sponsored groups. GLPC groups are encouraged to meet online. We 
are happy to assist to set up these meetings. 
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