
   
 

GLPC Reintegration Planning 
Survey Summary 

 
TRANSFORMING & CONNECTING LIVES IN CHRIST 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Our world is in unprecedented times. The impacts of COVID-19 have reached into 

nearly every facet of our society. GLPC has conformed to the recommendations of 
medical experts as well as Federal, State, and local guidelines. Since March 15th GLPC 
has not joined together in-person for Sunday morning worship. GLPC has continued to 
meet virtually through services posted online to Facebook and Youtube. Additionally, 
the building has been closed to non-essential use. Church staff has continued to 
maintain necessary functions to continue administrative and pastoral operations during 
our closure. 

The Session of GLPC commissioned a workgroup to come up with our GLPC 
Re-Integration plan. This group has been tasked to take a detailed look at everything 
that goes on in and around the church in order to put together a comprehensive plan 
that considers all aspects of our worship, ministries, and building. 
 
 

OVERALL SURVEY SYNOPSIS  
 

We have had a tremendous response to our survey - especially considering the 
one survey may represent an entire household. We are confident that we are getting a 
good representation of most of our congregation.  

The majority consensus seemed to indicate overall support in returning to 
in-person worship beginning June 7th with careful planning and precautions being taken 
to limit the risk of spreading the coronavirus.  

Our congregation is split right down the middle regarding those who indicated 
they are in the COVID-19 at-risk category and those who are not (an even 50-50 split). Of 
the respondents, 56% indicated that they would return to worship in June, 16% indicated 
that they would wait several weeks, 11% indicated it may be awhile before they return, 
and 18% were unsure. The total household count of those who indicated they would 
return to in-person worship was 242 (we understand this is not a perfect number based 
on numerous variables).  

While it is certainly encouraging to see that people are anxious to come back 
together for worship, our greatest challenge will be trying to split this number into even 
groups among our various worship services. 
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DETAILED SUMMARY OF RE-INTEGRATION SURVEY  
 
Demographics 

As of Tuesday, May 12th (11:30am), we have had 122 survey responses. For 
survey data per question, please see attachment. In summary, exactly 50% of 
congregants who completed the survey indicated that they, or someone in their 
household, identifies themselves as having a higher risk for serious health issues as a 
result of COVID-19. Of all respondents, 45% indicated that they are 65 year old or older. 
GLPC’s other age groups who responded to the survey are listed as follows: 25-44: 21%, 
45-54: 21%, 55:64: 13%. 

Of the respondents, 34% have children who attend church with them. 
 
 
 
 
Results from Expected June Attendance 

Of survey respondents, 56% indicated that they would return to worship in June, 
16% indicated that they would wait several weeks, 11% indicated it may be awhile 
before they return, and 18% were unsure.  

We have received 18 write-in comments related to this question. These 
comments are summed up as follows: 

● 6 comments were regarding specific reasons/concerns for why they 
would not be attending church in June - all related to being at-risk or 
worried for someone they are close to being at-risk.  

● 3 comments indicated a need for childcare before attending. They are 
worried about their children being a disruption during the service. 

● 1 comment indicated “we will not come if any ‘precautions’ etc. are in 
effect.” - We are unsure if that means precautions on the churches end or 
more broadly as in government guidelines. 

● 1 comment stated, “Early service, sitting apart, no communion.” 
● 1 comment expressed their feeling that there has been an over-reaction 

entirely to COVID-19. 
● 1 comment stated, “I will be masked and distanced, but will attend a 

service.” 

 
Our respondents indicated that they, and their household, would return to 

worship in June, the total number of individuals calculated to be 242 people. 
 

Additionally, 77% of respondents are willing to be flexible regarding the time of 
Sunday worship if need be. Only 4% indicated they would not be able/willing. 19% 
responded “Not Sure.” 
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Summary of Feelings Toward Precautionary Measures 

The question was asked, “If you plan to attend church in person in the month of 
June, what precautions, if any, do you plan to take? Select all that apply.” From most 
affirmed to the least: 

● 89% - I will avoid shaking hands 
● 85% - I will sit 6’ apart from others 
● 82% - I will avoid any physical contact with others 
● 66% - I will avoid crowded hallways 
● 63% - I will bring hand sanitizer 
● 59% - I will wear a face mask 

 
We have received 11 write-in comments related to this question. These 

comments are summed up as follows: 

● 4 comments referenced face masks specifically. All were agreeable to 
wearing them if GLPC recommended them. 

● 4 comments expressed either their decision not to attend in June or their 
undecidedness whether they would attend in June. 

● 2 comments indicated no precautions need to be taken. 1 commenter 
elaborated and expressed their feelings that COVID-19 is “overblown” and 
that the sanctuary should be left as normal, allowing everyone to decide 
on their own where to sit. 

 
 
Summary of Responses From Those NOT Planning to Attend in June 

Most respondents who do NOT plan to attend in June indicated that the most 
important factor that will influence their return to church will be “the number of 
coronavirus cases near me is very small” (39%). 31% were “Not Sure,” and 32% 
indicated when “most social distancing recommendations have been lifted.”  
 

We have received 10 write-in comments related to this question. These 
comments are summed up as follows: 

● 6 comments indicated that they want to see that the virus is largely 
under-control and the risks associated with the pandemic have decreased. 

● 2 comments specified a need for a vaccine before returning. 
● 1 comment reinforced the precaution of social distancing as necessary. 
● 1 comment stated that their retirement center has very strict policies. To 

attend church would require them to be quarantined when returning home. 
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Questions Related to GLPC Children’s Ministry 

As described in our Re-Integration plan, our children’s ministry will be a 
consideration for Phase II. As such, these results will be deferred to our Children’s 
Committee for further review. 
 
 
 
Open-Comment Question 
The final question of the survey allowed participants to write in any comment they wish 
our church leaders to prayerfully consider. We received 32 write-in comments. These 
comments are largely summed up as follows: 

● 16 comments expressed appreciation for GLPC in one way or another. 
● 6 comments referenced a desire to continue online worship. 
● 7 comments expressed various suggestions/considerations for our 

reintegration plans. 
● 4 comments expressed a feeling of cautiousness. 
● 2 comments represented their interests in returning to in-person worship 

soon. 
● 1 comment expressed feelings of overreaction regarding COVID-19 
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